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SUBJECT: NEW SULTAN OP SULU CROWNED: TO PLEDGE LOYALTY TO GOP 

1. MANILA PRESS REPORTS THAT DATU MOHAMAD MAHAKUTTAH 
KIRAM WILL BE CROWNED IN JOLO ON MAY 24 AS 34TH SULTAN 
OP SULU. KIRAM AND OTHER SULU NOBILITY ARE SCHEDULED TO 
CALL ON PRESIDENT MARCOS IN MANILA MAY 25 TO PLEDGE 
LOYALTY OP SULU SULTANATE TO PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC, 

ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS. 

2. COMMENT: NEW SULTAN IS GRANDNEPHEW OP SULTAN 
JAMALUL-KIRAM II, WHO DIED CHILDLESS IN 1936. VARIOUS 
PRETENDERS HAVE ADVANCED CLAIMS IN INTERVENING YEARS, 

AND ONE RESIDING IN SABAH HAS ALLEGEDLY BEEN RECOGNIZED 
BY TUN MUSTAPHA. HOWEVER, NEW SULTAN IS GENERALLY 
RECOGNIZED AS MOST LEGITIMATE HEIR TO SULU SULTANATE. 

HIS PATHER, RECOGNIZED IN SULU AS 33RD SULTAN, DIED IN 
JANAURY 1974. ACCORDING SEVERAL SOURCES, ARRANGEMENTS 
POR PRESENT CORONATION AND VISIT TO MANILA ARE LARGELY 
IN HANDS OF PHILIPPINE MILITARY, WHO ARE CONCERNED THAT 
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3. POWER OF SULTAN OF SULU DECLINED CONSIDERABLY IN 
EARLY DECADES OF 20TH CENTURY, AND HE HAS LITTLE IMPORTANCE 
IN CONTEMPORARY SULU POLITICS. SIGNIFICANCE OF CROWNING 
OF NEW SULTAN IS RELATED TO GOP CLAIM TO SABAH. IN 1962 GOP 
ASSUMED CLAIM OF HEIRS TO SABAH AS OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT 
POSITION. GOP HAS BEEN FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING HEIRS IN 
RETURN, AND THEY HAVE GIVEN PRESIDENT MARCOS POWER OF 
ATTORNEY TO REPRESENT THEM. NEW SULTAN WILL UNDOUBTEDLY GO 
ALONG WITH WHATEVER POLICY MARCOS ADVANCES ON SABAH. MARCOS 
APPEARS DESIROUS OF INSURING THAT NEW SULTAN BE CROWNED BEFORE 
HIS DEPARTURE FOR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SUHARTO NEXT WEEK. 
SULLIVAN 
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